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This declaration was finalized by the participating mayors and municipality representatives after the first
B40 - Balkan Cities Network kickoff meeting hosted by Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality on 29-30
November 2021.

We, as the leaders of the local governments of the participating Balkan cities and the founders of the
B40 - Balkan Cities Network;

Being aware of the potential that sustainable development and peace present for the cities in our region,
With a shared vision for a European future,
Aspiring to establish a fruitful cooperation in areas of common interest,
Knowing that climate change and other global challenges we face requires working together towards
common solutions at local, regional and global level,
Recognizing that good governance requires a resilient, democratic, transparent, and inclusive local
governance, based on data, science and shared wisdom for future cities,
Emphasizing the critical importance of the localization of the New Urban Agenda and other international
agreements and plans, particularly the Sustainable Development Goals,

Under the framework of the B40 - Balkan Cities Network, established at the Istanbul Summit, in line with the
abovementioned common values, we declare to;

Work together through this Network to strengthen the dialogue among our cities,
Cooperate in the fields of economy, culture, innovation, sustainability, and solidarity,
Develop new areas of cooperation focusing on reversing the effects of the climate change, and
strengthening local democracy and good neighborly relations in our region, 
Evaluate the difficulties encountered at the local and regional levels within the framework of reciprocity and
dialogue in common platforms by sharing solutions and good practices with the parties,
Contribute to the recommendation development processes for decision makers at all levels,
Assist in the planning of the Network meetings and the specification of the meeting agendas in line with the
annual priorities to be determined by the Network members and participating in the meetings with Mayors
and technical personnel, 
Host and participate in the Network meetings,
Encourage participation of local communities through participatory activities, 
Provide support to the Network Secretariat.
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Art ic le  I .  Background and Goals

One of the most �mportant features of the 21st century �s the �ncrease �n �nteract�on
between d�fferent reg�ons, dr�ven by advancements �n commun�cat�on and
transportat�on technolog�es as well as the global�sat�on of econom�c relat�ons.
Wh�le �ncreased �nteract�on and speed prov�de new opportun�t�es for enhanced
cooperat�on among nat�ons at the global level, �t has also made �t necessary for
c�t�es to bu�ld new relat�onsh�ps and renew establ�shed ones.

Home to more than half of the world’s populat�on, c�t�es are v�tal centres for
populat�on and resource mob�l�ty, as well as for developments �n �nformat�on and
technology. C�t�es have been recogn�zed as pr�mary areas where global challenges
must be addressed, creat�ng the need to establ�sh relat�ons beyond nat�onal
borders. In order to accompl�sh the long-stand�ng goals of local governments, such
as the f�ght aga�nst poverty, cl�mate change, and �nequal�ty of all k�nds, many c�t�es
are mak�ng c�ty d�plomacy �nto a central p�llar of the�r work.

The core challenges of today requ�re the effect�ve mob�l�sat�on of c�t�es and local
governments by complement�ng and enr�ch�ng nat�onal strateg�es. It has become
extremely �mportant for c�t�es �n d�fferent reg�ons to collaborate to ach�eve
effect�ve results. C�ty d�plomacy has been recogn�sed as an �mportant tool that
supports c�t�es’ respons�b�l�t�es �n local affa�rs by expand�ng the�r global
relat�onsh�ps to acqu�re expert�se and resources. Mayors have emerged as
�nfluent�al f�gures �n a new k�nd of d�plomacy that helps produce local solut�ons for
global problems. 

The proper conduct of c�ty d�plomacy �s only poss�ble �f commun�cat�on, shar�ng, and
cooperat�on between c�t�es are �mproved. In th�s d�rect�on, the number of
�nternat�onal platforms, mechan�sms, and networks establ�shed by c�t�es to
promote cooperat�on and emphas�ze common welfare-or�ented solut�ons �s rap�dly
�ncreas�ng. The role of c�t�es that follow these strateg�es �s strengthened �n the
�nternat�onal system, wh�le c�t�es that fa�l to enter cooperat�on networks r�sk
exclus�on from the benef�ts of the mult�-level solut�ons and cooperat�on
opportun�t�es offered by c�ty d�plomacy channels.

Art�cle I. Background and Goals

1. C�ty D�plomacy and B40 Balkan C�t�es
Network
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Art ic le  I .  Background and Goals

The B40 Balkan C�t�es Network - here�nafter referred to as the B40 Network - was
establ�shed w�th the common �nterest of the c�t�es part�c�pat�ng �n the "B40 Balkan
C�t�es Network Istanbul Summ�t" hosted by Istanbul �n November 2021. Real�z�ng
strong potent�al at the reg�onal level, where there �s already a common her�tage,
challenges and opportun�t�es, the B40 Network �s a new cooperat�on and sol�dar�ty
platform that a�ms to develop reg�onal solut�ons through local governments and
the channels of c�ty d�plomacy to contr�bute to reg�onal peace and address the
global challenges faced by c�t�es.

Wh�le focus�ng on future project�ons for the reg�on, the B40 Network a�ms to
expand the part�c�pat�on of c�t�es �n the reg�on and �mprove the access�b�l�ty and
qual�ty of part�c�pat�on. The B40 Network seeks solut�ons to areas �n need and
challenges that c�t�es face both locally and globally, present�ng a comprehens�ve
strategy document. The B40 Network c�ty d�plomacy strategy �s bu�lt on s�x key
challenge areas:

     Governance and Democracy

     Economy and Development

     Ecology and Env�ronment

     Urban Bu�lt Env�ronment, Transportat�on, and Infrastructure

     Soc�al Welfare and Just�ce

     Effect�ve Cooperat�on dur�ng Cr�ses

Recogn�s�ng that the members of the B40 Network share exper�ences, challenges,
and connect�ons �n each of these areas, and apprec�at�ng the value of the urban
her�tage and d�vers�ty of the Balkan Reg�on, the members of the B40 Network are
comm�tted to promot�ng common comm�tments and develop�ng jo�nt projects �n
each of these areas. 
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Art ic le  I .  Background and Goals
Art ic le  I I .  Basic  Pr inciples
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Art�cle II. Bas�c Pr�nc�ples
In order to �mplement the c�ty d�plomacy approach as a bas�c pr�nc�ple, the B40
Network a�ms to do the follow�ng:

   1. Subs�d�ar�ty

The pr�nc�ple of subs�d�ar�ty must be respected and followed as often as poss�ble,
when �ssues can be dealt w�th at the most �mmed�ate or local level cons�stent w�th
the�r resolut�on, �ncreas�ng the opportun�t�es for c�t�zens to take �nterest �n publ�c
affa�rs.

   2. Proact�ve Approach

The B40 Network supports the capac�ty of c�t�es to respond to local and global
challenges by develop�ng jo�nt projects and pursu�ng new opportun�t�es for c�ty
governments �n the Balkan Reg�on. 

      The B40 Network;
encourages the prevent�on of poss�ble cr�ses before they occur wh�le tak�ng
precaut�onary measures,
allows for a sw�ft and coord�nated response to sudden-onset cr�ses,
supports the jo�nt des�gnat�on of work�ng areas and contr�butes to common
welfare through collect�ve act�on towards these opportun�ty areas.

2. B40 Balkan C�t�es Network C�ty D�plomacy
Strategy
    The B40 Network;

cons�ders cooperat�on and sol�dar�ty, wh�ch �t def�nes as essent�al elements, and
the pr�nc�ple of zero comprom�ses aga�nst d�scr�m�nat�on as �ts core values, both
�n �ts �nternal funct�on�ng and �n �ts relat�ons w�th other actors,
empowers c�t�es �n the Balkan Reg�on – �ts members – to make c�ty d�plomacy a
p�llar of the�r adm�n�strat�ve work through engagement w�th �nternat�onal
networks and platforms to create new opportun�t�es for the�r res�dents and
contr�bute to reg�onal peace,
adopts the UN 2030 Susta�nable Development Goals and places them at the
core of �ts work.

In add�t�on to the UN 2030 Susta�nable Development Goals, the B40 Network and
�ts members take as the�r ma�n references the New Urban Agenda, the Par�s
Agreement, and the European Un�on Green Agenda, env�s�on�ng c�t�es as act�ve
creators under the motto "better cooperat�on, better future."



Art ic le  I I .  Basic  Pr inciples
Art ic le  I I I .  Tools  and Resource Development
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   3. Part�c�pat�on and Local Democracy

Challenges for local democracy may vary accord�ng to geograph�cal locat�on and the
h�stor�cal character�st�cs of the c�t�es of the Balkans. The a�m �s to share common
goals as the dec�s�on-mak�ng structure of the B40 Network a�ms to �mplement the
best pract�ces of local democracy. Each member has the r�ght to seek appo�ntment
or part�c�pate as a member of a work�ng group or the Execut�ve Comm�ttee, to
request an �tem for the agenda, or present an op�n�on.

   4. Mult�lateral�sm and D�vers�ty

C�ty d�plomacy �s a strategy that supports relat�ons between the members of the
B40 Network, and fosters cooperat�on between Balkan c�t�es and other reg�ons,
�nternat�onal networks, foundat�ons, and �nst�tut�ons. The B40 Network a�ms to
�mprove mult�lateral and d�verse part�c�pat�on �n the pol�cymak�ng process �n the
Balkans and promote the ab�l�ty of c�t�es �n the Balkans to access �nst�tut�ons and
resources outs�de the reg�on. In th�s context, the B40 Network pr�or�t�ses the
follow�ng object�ves �n order to ach�eve �ts goals:

to pursue collaborat�ons between c�t�es that w�ll contr�bute to reg�onal welfare
and development, 

to partner w�th c�v�l soc�ety and pr�vate sector organ�zat�ons �n the reg�on,
form�ng partnersh�ps on a reg�onal level,

to develop new approaches and �mplement pract�cal solut�ons on top�cs of
�nterest to the members (for example, cl�mate, env�ronment, transportat�on,
m�grat�on, local democracy, smart c�t�es),

to ensure that c�t�es have an act�ve role �n pol�cy development at the�r own
nat�onal level, and collaborat�vely at the reg�onal level.

The B40 Network pr�or�t�ses co-ex�stence and prosper�ty through peace and
cooperat�on among the members. In th�s context, the members a�m to develop jo�nt
projects and share �nnovat�ve knowledge and exper�ence. Its goal �s to contr�bute to
the common welfare and accumulat�on of c�ty-based development. In al�gnment
w�th these def�ned object�ves, the B40 Network a�ms to d�vers�fy the f�eld of
resource development and expresses �ts �ntent�on to contr�bute to reg�onal
development and welfare through the members.

Art�cle III. Tools and Resource Development



Art ic le  IV.  Target  F ields and Vis ion
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Art�cle IV. Target F�elds and V�s�on

The B40 Network has a hol�st�c v�ew of the well-be�ng of the reg�on and advocates
for the support of local development. Carry�ng out �ts act�v�t�es �n l�ne w�th �ts
pr�nc�ples and object�ves, the B40 Network �s aware of the reg�on's potent�al, and �s
support�ng work�ng groups composed of member c�t�es to generate proposals and
projects w�th�n the framework of �ts v�s�on for the future.

The future v�s�on of the B40 Network �s based on the follow�ng urban pr�nc�ples:

Ensur�ng the development of c�t�es as the fundamental bu�ld�ng block of

representat�on and development 

1.

Contr�but�ng to �nter-communal commun�cat�on and �nteract�on through �nter-

c�ty relat�ons 

2.

Be�ng an act�ve player �n address�ng of global problems 3.

Creat�ng reg�onal attract�on areas 4.

Support�ng reg�onal development and welfare5.

The follow�ng goals are currently under development by the work�ng groups:

   1. Local Cl�mate Act�on:

1.1. In coord�nat�on w�th the competent central author�t�es ensur�ng the compat�b�l�ty
of B40 Network c�t�es cl�mate pol�c�es w�th the relevant nat�onal pol�c�es and plans as
well as the countr�es' �nternat�onal obl�gat�ons, �nclud�ng those under the Par�s
Agreement and promot�ng new collaborat�ons w�th �nternat�onal �n�t�at�ves work�ng on
th�s subject,

1.2. Promot�ng cl�mate adaptat�on act�ons of member c�t�es through the shar�ng of
best pract�ces, expert�se and exper�ence, part�cularly by develop�ng common
projects,

1.3. Develop�ng ev�dence, data, and c�t�zen sc�ence appl�cat�ons open to all part�c�pat�ng
c�t�es.



Art ic le  IV.  Target  F ields and Vis ion
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    2. Local Democracy:

2.1. Encourag�ng �nclus�ve and democrat�c pol�c�es �n member c�t�es, and tak�ng �nto
cons�derat�on the op�n�ons of young c�t�zens as part of dec�s�on-mak�ng processes,

2.2. Enhanc�ng the part�c�pat�on of c�t�es �n the dec�s�on-mak�ng processes at nat�onal
and reg�onal levels,

2.3. Support�ng the �nclus�on of vulnerable populat�ons to ensure equal�ty w�th�n the
framework of �nclus�ve c�t�es,

2.4. Fac�l�tat�ng the creat�on of youth and personnel exchange programs between members.

   3. Local Econom�c and Cultural Cooperat�on:

3.1. Creat�ng new opportun�t�es for �nst�tut�ons, organ�zat�ons, groups, fest�vals, and
cultural act�v�t�es �n the Balkans to cooperate, reach new aud�ences through
promot�onal opportun�t�es, and expand the�r creat�ve networks,

3.2. Preserv�ng and promot�ng Balkan cultural her�tage as a shared resource by embrac�ng
common elements, �n coord�nat�on w�th competent central author�t�es �n l�ne w�th nat�onal
leg�slat�on �n force such as natural, bu�lt and archeolog�cal s�tes, landscapes, museums,
monuments, artworks, h�stor�c c�t�es, l�terary, mus�cal and aud�ov�sual works, as well as the
knowledge, pract�ces, and trad�t�ons of �ts people, recogn�z�ng culture as a transformat�ve
force for commun�ty regenerat�on and a factor that d�rectly nurtures peaceful relat�ons,

3.3. Promot�ng culture and tour�sm that serves to support �nter-Balkan cooperat�on
and econom�c act�v�ty, contr�but�ng to econom�c growth, employment, and soc�al
cohes�on,

3.4. Establ�sh�ng profess�onal connect�ons between c�t�es �nvest�ng �n culture, shar�ng
knowledge, and promot�ng cultural events that rev�tal�se urban areas.



Art ic le  IV.  Target  F ields and Vis ion

   4. Smart C�t�es and D�g�tal  Transformat�on:

4.1. Promot�ng d�g�tal cooperat�on between c�t�es and the�r res�dents, as well as tech
solut�ons that can be jo�ntly adopted by all member c�t�es,

4.2. Serv�ng as a platform for members to share �deas that enable all res�dents to part�c�pate
�n the pol�cy mak�ng process of the�r c�t�es and support the �nvestments of compan�es,
startups, educat�onal �nst�tut�ons, and serv�ces that benef�t both res�dents and c�t�es,

4.3. Creat�ng tools that support open access study and explorat�on of the problems faced
by member c�t�es, enabl�ng res�dent part�c�pat�on �n the development of solut�ons,

4.4. Support�ng the connect�on between �nnovat�ve econom�c sectors and �nter-Balkan
creat�v�ty to develop new reg�onal advantages.

   5. Effect�ve Cooperat�on Dur�ng Cr�ses:

5.1. Develop�ng cooperat�on mechan�sms among the members that can be �mplemented
dur�ng natural d�sasters and human�tar�an cr�ses,

5.2. Develop�ng jo�nt projects for tra�n�ng and shar�ng best pract�ces among members,

5.3. Ensur�ng that B40 Network c�t�es share the�r knowledge, exper�ence, and best
pract�ces on �ssues that requ�re techn�cal expert�se such as f�ref�ght�ng, c�v�l defense,
search and rescue and f�ght�ng forest f�res.
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